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Healthier horses for Beijing Olympics  

AN Australian biotech company is playing its part to keep horses healthy for the Beijing 
Olympics equestrian events next year.  

Queensland-based Plasvacc has given Olympic organisers 300 units of its antibody rich 
plasma product Equiplas to ensure horses competing in the equestrian events are at the 
peak of their health.  

The units have been sent to the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, which will be hosting the 
Olympic equestrian events, to help keep competing horses from around the world in tip-
top shape.  

Antibody rich plasma is a proven therapy used to boost the immune systems of animals. 
The plasma is transfused into the animal’s bloodstream to help them ward off infection 
and speed recovery from illness.  

Andrew Macarthur, Plasvacc’s managing director, said donation of the product to the 
Beijing Olympics was a goodwill gesture aimed at supporting the industry his company is 
involved in.  

``We are a global company involved in a global industry, and the Beijing Olympics is all 
about the people of the world coming together in a spirit of goodwill and honest 
competition,’’ he said.  

``The horses that will compete at the Olympics have trained hard to get there and they 
deserve the best treatment available to enable them to perform at their peak. Equiplas is 
part of that.’’  

He said the plasma units were shipped to Hong Kong from Plasvacc’s US facility after 
liaison with the US equestrian team’s head vet.  

Plasvacc has made a concerted push into the Chinese market in recent times through 
Hong Kong-based veterinary products distributor AlfaMedic.  

On sale in Hong Kong through veterinarians is one of Plasvacc’s products that has had a 
great response from owners of the city’s pampered pooches.  

Caniplas, the canine animal plasma product, has become the treatment of choice for dog 
owners looking to keep their pets glowing with good health.  

The product has to meet the high standards demanded by Hong Kong clients.    

``We understand there is a demanding clientele in Asia and we take steps to ensure all 
our products meet the most rigid of standards,’’ Mr. Macarthur said. 



 
He added the company had recognised the huge market potential of China for its 
products and was keen to expand its distribution network to Chinese veterinarians.  

Plasvacc is a world leader in animal plasma therapies, producing a range of equine, 
canine and bovine products designed to combat infectious diseases in animals. The 
company produces its products from facilities in both Australia and the US.  

The company has been on hand to help combat Australia’s recent equine influenza 
outbreak, with many vets fortifying their clients’ thoroughbreds against the risk of 
infection with Equiplas.  

In Australia, the products are produced at the company’s headquarters at ``Rigby’’, a 
344-acre rural property at Kalbar in South-East Queensland.  

Its donor horses have been in strict quarantine since the outbreak of EI in Australia, 
complementing the company’s usual strict quality control measures. The company has 
also been listed by Federal and State Government authorities to receive batches of flu 
vaccine as another measure to ensure Plasvacc’s products remain on the market to help 
the Australian thoroughbred industry through the crisis.  

Plasvacc’s products are manufactured at their Australian Quarantine Inspection Service 
(AQIS) approved facility under a Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) license issued by 
the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) and the Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA).  

The company also manufactures its products in the US from its leased property at 
``Oakbrook Farm’’ in Templeton, California.  

The company distributes to more than 3100 veterinary clinics in Australia, NZ, North 
America and now Asia.  

-Ends-  

About Plasvacc  

Based at Rigby on the Cunningham Highway, Kalbar, South East Queensland and at 
Oakbrook Farm on Highway 101, Templeton, Central Coast California, Plasvacc is an 
Australian-owned veterinary pharmaceutical company that produces high quality 
hyperimmunised blood plasma products for animals such as horses, dogs, cattle, camels 
and alpacas.  All blood plasma products are licensed with regulatory authorities such as 
the USDA and the APVMA and plasma is collected from special donor herds of animals 
kept in strict quarantine on the properties. All plasma collection and processes are 
conducted under approved animal ethics guidelines.  

Plasvacc’s parent, Plasvacc Holdings Limited, is an unlisted public company based in 
Australia.  

Picture caption: Plasma drawn from donor horses at Plasvacc will be used to boost the 
health of horses competing at Olympic equestrian events in Hong Kong.   



  
For more information on Plasvacc, go to: www.plasvacc.com and www.plasvaccusa.com
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